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with distinction on the Federal Dis-
trict Court for the Central District of
California. After reviewing Mr. Wal-
ter’s distinguished legal career, I have
no doubt that he will be an asset to the
Federal bench.

Mr. Walter’s solid experience in pri-
vate practice and government service
deserves attention here. Upon gradua-
tion from Loyola University of Los An-
geles School of Law in 1969, Mr. Walter
joined the Los Angeles, CA, firm of
Kindel & Anderson as a civil litigation
associate. Mr. Walter later served as an
assistant U.S. Attorney in the Crimi-
nal Division’s Fraud and Special pros-
ecutions Unit, where he prosecuted nu-
merous Federal criminal cases, includ-
ing the then-largest bank burglary in
the United States. He returned to
Kindel & Anderson in 1972 and re-
mained there as a civil litigator until
1976. Since that time, Mr. Walter has
been a partner at the Los Angeles firm
of Walter, Finestone & Richter.

Mr. Walter exemplifies an attorney
who gives back to the community. As a
member of the Federal Indigent De-
fense Panel, Mr. Walter has rep-
resented more than 75 indigent defend-
ants charged with federal crimes in
Federal court and devoted thousands of
pro bono hours to these cases. He has
served as a judge pro tempore in the
Santa Monica Municipal Court and as
an arbitrator for the L.A. Superior
Court Judicial Arbitration Program.
He provides approximately 75 to 100
hours a year in the latter position.

I am very proud of this nominee, and
I know he will make a great judge.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will return to legislative session.

f

NATIONAL LABORATORIES PART-
NERSHIP IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2001—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 517) to authorize funding the De-
partment of Energy to enhance its mission
areas through technology transfer and part-
nerships for fiscal years 2002 through 2006,
and for other purposes.

Pending:
Daschle/Bingaman further modified

amendment No. 2917 in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

Murkowski/Breaux/Stevens amendment
No. 3132 (to amendment No. 2917) to create
jobs for Americans, to reduce dependence on
foreign sources of crude oil and energy, to
strengthen the economic self-determination
of the Inupiat Eskimos, and to promote na-
tional security.

Feinstein amendment No. 3225 (to amend-
ment No. 2917) to modify the provision relat-
ing to the renewable content of motor vehi-

cle fuel to eliminate the required volume of
renewable fuel for calendar year 2004.

Feinstein amendment No. 3170 (to amend-
ment No. 2917) to reduce the period of time
in which the Administrator may act on a pe-
tition by one or more States to waive the re-
newable fuel content requirement.

Durbin amendment No. 3342 (to amend-
ment No. 2917) to strike the nonbusiness use
limitation with respect to the credit for the
installation of certain small wind energy
systems.

Harkin amendment No. 3195 (to amend-
ment No. 2917) to direct the Secretary of En-
ergy to revise the seasonal energy efficiency
ratio standard for central air-conditioners
and central air-conditioning heat pumps
within 60 days.

Carper amendment No. 3198 (to amendment
No. 2917) to decrease the U.S. dependence on
imported oil by the year 2015.

Reid (for Bingaman) amendment No. 3359
(to amendment No. 2917) to modify the credit
for new energy-efficient homes by treating a
manufactured home which meets the energy
star standard as a 30-percent home.

Reid (for Boxer) amendment No. 3139 (to
amendment No. 2917) to provide for equal li-
ability treatment of vehicle fuels and fuel
additives.

Reid (for Boxer) amendment No. 3311 (to
amendment No. 3139) to provide for equal li-
ability treatment of vehicle fuels and fuel
additives.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

AMENDMENT NO. 3311

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I under-
stand that under the unanimous con-
sent agreement, I am to call up my
amendment No. 3311 at this time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That
amendment is already pending.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would
like the clerk to read the amendment,
and after that I am going to yield brief-
ly, without the time coming off my
time, to several colleagues who want to
lay down some amendments; also, that
I would not lose my right to the floor,
as they will make clear when they
speak.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the amendment.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of federal or state law, a re-
newable fuel, as defined by this Act, used or
intended to be used as a motor vehicle fuel,
or any motor vehicle fuel containing such re-
newable fuel, shall be subject to liability
standards no less protective of human
health, welfare and the environment than
any other motor vehicle fuel or fuel additive.

‘‘(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This subsection
shall be effective one day after the enact-
ment of this Act.’’

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays on my amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, now I

will be happy to yield, with the under-
standing I will not lose my right to the
floor, to several of my colleagues.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, will
the Senator from California yield for a
unanimous consent request?

Mrs. BOXER. I will be happy to yield.
AMENDMENT NO. 3326 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2917

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendment be set aside and amend-
ment No. 3326 be called up, and that
immediately after it is reported, it be
laid aside and the Senate resume con-
sideration of Senator BOXER’s amend-
ment No. 3311.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Washington [Mrs. MUR-
RAY], for herself and Ms. CANTWELL, proposes
an amendment numbered 3326 to amendment
No. 2917.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To modify the specifications for a
fuel cell power plant eligible for the exten-
sion of the energy tax credit)
In Division H. beginning on page 103, line

19, strike all through page 104, line 7, and in-
sert the following:

‘‘(i) generates at least 0.5 kilowatt of elec-
tricity using an electrochemical process, and

‘‘(ii) has an electricity-only generation ef-
ficiency greater than 30 percent.

‘‘(B) LIMITATION.—In the case of qualified
fuel cell property placed in service during
the taxable year, the credit determined
under paragraph (1) for such year with re-
spect to such property shall not exceed an
amount equal to the lesser of—

‘‘(i) 30 percent of the basis of such prop-
erty, or

‘‘(ii) $500 for each 0.5 kilowatt of capacity
of such property.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the pending
amendment be set aside and amend-
ments Nos. 3370 and 3372 be brought up,
and that immediately after they are re-
ported, they be laid aside and the Sen-
ate resume consideration of Senator
BOXER’s amendment No. 3311.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Alaska.
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, we

have a problem. We are not going to be
able to finish this bill. We have a num-
ber of Senators in the queue waiting to
call up their amendments. I am con-
cerned, and I would like to discuss this
matter a little further. I suggest the
absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator does not have the floor. Does the
Senator object?

Mr. MURKOWSKI. The Senator does
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from California.
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